
Pets in the Classroom Lesson Plan:  Creating a habitat/cage for the classroom gerbils 

Planned grade: 4th 

Objective: Students will be able to use their knowledge of money, measuring in inches/feet, area and 

perimeter, to create a habitat/cage for gerbils while only having a set amount of “money” to create the 

habitat/cage. The habitat/cage must include a place to sleep, eat, drink, and play. The area must be big 

enough for at least 1 gerbil, but students are not limited to how big it can be. They get to use their 

imagination.  At the end, students will write a description of their habitat/cage using correct grammar 

rules. Students will then present their designs to their classmates.  

Common Core Standards covered: 

4.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking.   

4.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing.   

4.L.2a Use correct capitalization.   

4.L.2d Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.   

4.L.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.   

4.L.3a Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.   

4.L.3b Choose punctuation for effect.   

4.G.A.1 Draw points, lines, line segments, rays, angles (right, acute, obtuse), and perpendicular and 

parallel lines. Identify these in two-dimensional figures.   

4.MD.A.1 Know relative sizes of measurement units within one system of units including km, m, cm; kg, 

g; lb, oz.; l, ml; hr, min, sec. Within a single system of measurement, express measurements in a larger 

unit in terms of a smaller unit. Record measurement equivalents in a two column table. For example, 

know that 1 ft is 12 times as long as 1 in. Express the length of a 4 ft snake as 48 in. Generate a 

conversion table for feet and inches listing the number pairs (1, 12), (2, 24), (3, 36), ...   

4.MD.A.3 Apply the area and perimeter formulas for rectangles in real world and mathematical 

problems. For example, find the width of a rectangular room given the area of the flooring and the 

length, by viewing the area formula as a multiplication equation with an unknown factor.   

4.W.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.   

4.W.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, and editing.   



4.W.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command 

of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.   

4.SL.1c Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make 

comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.   

4.SL.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 

understandable pace. 

 

After students have successfully completed the Area/Perimeter, money (adding/subtracting), measuring 

in inches/feet, and learning about their classroom gerbils, the students will be ready to tackle this task. 

Students will need to make sure that they have a place for the gerbil(s) to eat, sleep, drink, and play. 

They will need to label these areas on their drawing. There is no size limit, but students must remember 

that the habitat has to fit within the classroom, on a desk that measures 40”x20”. The habitat is not 

allowed to hang off the table, but students are able to create multi-level habitats if they choose to.  

Instruct students that our Pets in the Classroom grant covers things for our gerbils at PetCo, so they will 

need to use the PetCo website to look up prices of the various things the gerbils will need. They will only 

have $200 to create a complete structure for the gerbils. Students are allowed to use already created 

habitat structures such as a glass aquarium, but they must figure that into their cost, as well as draw it 

into their plans. If students choose to make their own structures, they will need to research the price of 

what they will be using so that they keep within their budget.   Students will be expected to draw their 

habitats to scale, so if they decide to create one that is 40” long, they will need to draw it 40” long. 

Butcher paper/newspaper paper will work the best for this project so that students have plenty of room 

to draw. Students will need to keep track of the amount that they are spending, so they will keep a 

running total. Students will have 8 class days to work on this project. The total project will take 10 days, 

the last 2 days are for getting ready to present, and presenting to the class.  

Day 1: Brainstorming: Students will be getting to take a look at petco.com to begin looking at what they 

may want in their habitat, as well as the pricing. If students are not buying already created structures, 

then they will need to look at the Sutherlands or Walmart websites. (Students are limited to these 

because this is all that we have around our area).  

Day 2: Continue working on finding prices and getting ideas. Begin jotting down ideas. 

Day 3: Students should be moving onto getting their ideas down onto paper and should begin designing 

their habitat.  

Day 4: Designing the habitat 



Day 5: Begin finishing habitat design, students need to make sure they have been keeping a running 

total so that they don’t have to do a lot of erasing if they have gone over their total.  

Day 6: Double checking that their habitat is within budget, students should have a list of what they 

bought, and how much it cost 

Day 7: Students are writing their description of their habitats so that they can present this to the class 

Day 8: Last day to work: students are finishing up anything they haven’t gotten finished up 

Day 9: Students will get today to practice their speeches so that they are ready for tomorrow. (Practicing 

speaking loudly and clearly) 

Day 10: Presenting to the class 


